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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OEXC, MA, US 

SUB J : PROPOSED CHANGES IN FOREIGN MINISTER RATSIRAKA’S 
ITINERARY 
REF: STATE 123584 

1. AMB. RAHARIJAONA COMMENTED TO DEPTOFF DURING RECENT 
VISIT THAT FONMIN RATSIRAKA HAD WRITTEN TO HIM ABOUT SEEING 
THE GRAND CANYON WHILE VISITING THE U.S. THE AMB. INQUIRED 
ALSO ABOUT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE FONMIN TO MEET WITH OTHER 
COMPANIES THAN CHEVRON IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR. 

2. PRESENT ITINERARY CANNOT ACCOMMODATE FONMIN RATSIRAKA'S 
WISH TO VISIT THE GRAND CANYON AND TO HAVE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
WIDER BUSINESS CONTACTS. 

3. DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY VIEWS ON FOLLOWING 
ALTERNATIVES: ALTERNATIVE ONE WOULD ELIMINATE VISIT 
LOUISIANA AND SUBSTITUTE HALF-DAY VISIT GRAND CANYON JULY 29 
WITH PHOENIX AS ENTRY POINT. THIS CHANGE WOULD GIVE EXTRA 
DAY (JULY 30) IN LOS ANGELES. ALTERNATIVE TWO WOULD ADD 
ONE DAY TO END OF ITINERARY WITH DEPARTURE FOR PARIS FROM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LOS ANGELES ON AUGUST 2. THIS CHANGE WOULD PROVIDE MORE 
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TIME FOR BUSINESS CONTACTS EITHER IN LOUISIANA OR 
CALIFORNIA WITH HALF-DAY VISIT GRAND CANYON. 


4. SKYLAB LAUNCHING IS NOW SCHEDULED FOR EARLY MORNING 
JULY 28. DEPT. PLANS SIMPLY REVERSE PROGRAM OF JULY 27 AND 
28. RUSH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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